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DAYS:  
Wednesdays, August 18 through December 15, 2010
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REQUIRED TEXT: 
The Developing Person, Through Childhood and Adolescence
K. S. Berger, Eighth Edition (2009)

UNITS: 3 Semester Units
COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course examines the physical psychological, cognitive, and sociological aspects of human development from the prenatal period through adolescence.  The goal of this course is to develop an understanding of the various stages of children’s development utilizing a combination of research and practice to optimize children’s lifelong success regarding all developmental domains.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will. . .

· Evaluate and think critically about research and issues regarding Child Development

· To relate scientific research on children to real-life experiences

· To acknowledge the uniqueness of each child and to describe the impact that people, contexts, and experiences have on how they develop

· To consider child development within different biological, familial, social, and cultural backgrounds

· Identify and describe typical and atypical patterns of physical, cognitive, social, emotional, and language development regarding children’s development 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:


· Students will demonstrate the ability to correctly identify the major theories and theorists in each area of development from a prenatal period through adolescence
· Students will demonstrate the ability to match theories regarding cognitive, social/emotional and physical development with their respective theorists at each stage of development 
· Students will demonstrate the ability to correctly identify related terms and stages of children’s development to gain understanding related to children’s lifelong development 
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES:

Reading Assignments:  

· Chapter reading assignments are essential for successful completion of this course.  All class lectures and discussions will be provided to expand and compliment all reading assignments.

Attendance:  

· Students are expected to attend all class meetings.  Class sessions will include, lecture materials, discussions, activities, class participation, and video presentations.  All readings, assignments, and lecture dates are provided to keep students updated on all information regarding the course to assist students with preparation and successful completion of the Fall course assignments and exams.  

· Class sessions will begin and end on time.  Punctuality is important; therefore, attendance will reviewed at the beginning of each class session.  It is the responsibility of each student to acquire all class materials for any missed class time. 

· Each student is responsible to communicate attendance problems to the Instructor.  Excessive unexcused absences will result in the student being dropped from the course.  However, students should not assume that poor attendance would automatically result in a withdrawal.

· If a student must discontinue attending class for any reason, it is ultimately his/her responsibility to contact the Instructor and the Register’s office at Valley College.

Participation:

· Students learn best when they are in a class environment that is comfortable and safe to attend and participate in course activities.  Each student is expected to come to class prepared, actively participate in the learning process, and maintain respect and courtesy toward fellow classmates.  

· All assignments and reports must be typed, double-spaced, and placed at a twelve font upon submission of completed coursework.

· Makeup exams will be provided in emergency situations with supporting documentation provided by a physician and approval from the Instructor.  Please note that fifteen points will be deducted from the overall exam score scheduled.   

· Unexcused absences on assignment due dates on the syllabus will be recorded as a zero grade. 

· Cheating constitutes academic dishonesty and, in general will be handled as part of the course grading process.  Penalty may range from no credit for the assignment up to and including exclusion and/or an “F” for the semester course. 

Campus Services: 

· Any student who has a documented disability and needs assistance with academic accommodations, please notify the Instructor or direct your request to the Disabled Student Program and Services Department.  Try to contact the campus early to allow adequate time to arrange appropriate accommodations.  DSPS is located an ADSS 105.  The contact numbers are: Voicemail

(909) 384-4443; TTY: (909) 888-2357

· The campus library is open Monday – Friday.  Contact (909) 384-8841 for information and current hours of operation

· Valley College has an academic advancement lab that provides enrolled students with access to computers, software, printers, and tutors.  Call (909) 384-4407 for current hours and additional information

· Counselors are available on campus to assist students with career and curriculum planning decisions, personal problems, and academic questions and/or concerns.  Call (909) 384-4404 for current hours or additional information.
· Available for 24/7 assistance with technical matter (i.e., e-mail, Blackboard, Registration, Campus Central Log-in, etc.) contact (877) 241-1756.

DATE:

READING ASSIGNMENT/TOPIC OF INSTRUCTION:

Wednesday
8/18/10 
Syllabus Overview & Attendance




Ch 1 Introduction

Wednesday  
8/25/10

Ch 1 Introduction Cont.





Ch. 2 Theories of Development 

Wednesday  
9/01/10

SBVC Library Research Project




 Ch 2 Theories of Development Cont.
Wednesday
9/08/10

Ch 3 Heredity and Environment 
“In The Womb” 

Wednesday
9/15/10

Ch 3 Heredity and Environment Cont.

“In The Womb” 
Wednesday
9/22/10

Ch 4 Prenatal Development and Birth
Loma Linda Embryology Museum 

Wednesday
9/29/10
 
Embryology Assignment Due
Test 1 Chapters 1, 2, 3 & 4

Ch 5 The First Two Years: Biosocial Development

Wednesday
10/06/10
Ch 5 The First Two Years: Biosocial Development Cont.





Ch 6 The First Two Years: Cognitive Development


Wednesday  
10/13/10
Language Observation Assignment Due
Ch 7 The First Two Years: Psychosocial Development

Wednesday
10/20/10
Ch 7 The First Two Years: Psychosocial Development Cont.




Ch 9 The Play Years: Cognitive Development
Wednesday
10/27/10
Test 2 Chapters 5, 6, & 7





Ch 8 The Play Years: Biosocial Development
Wednesday 
11/03/10
Social-Learning Assignment Due




Ch 8 The Play Years: Biosocial Development Cont.
Ch 10 The Play Years:  Psychosocial Development
Wednesday
11/10/10
Ch 10 The Play Years:  Psychosocial Development Cont.
Test 3 Chapters 8, 9, & 10
Wednesday
11/17/10
Developmental Research Paper Due 





Ch 11 The School Years:  Biosocial Development

Ch 12 The School Years:  Cognitive Development

Wednesday  
11/24/10
Parent/Guardian Education Interview Due

Ch 13 The School Years:  Psychosocial Development

Wednesday
12/01/10
Adolescence Article Review Due 





Ch 14 Adolescence: Biosocial Development 




Ch 15 Adolescence:  Cognitive Development
Wednesday
12/08/10
Autobiography (Erikson) Due




Ch 16 Adolescence: Psychosocial Development

Wednesday
12/15/10
Final Exam:  Chapters 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, & 16




GRADING CRITERIA 
Developmental Research Paper





Total  _____/40
Language Observation/Report





Total  _____/20

Social Learning Assignment





Total  _____/20

Parent/Guardian Education Interview




Total  _____/20

Adolescent Article Review





Total  _____/20
Test I








Total  _____/80
Test II








Total  _____/80
Test III








Total  _____/80
Autobiography (Erikson)





Total  _____/40
Final Exam







Total  _____/100








  Grand Total  _____/500
GRADING SCALE

500-450
A

449-404
B

403-363
C

362-326
D

325 - Below
F

Social Sciences, Human Development, and Physical Education Division

701 S. Mount Vernon Avenue North Hall 345
 San Bernardino, CA 92410

(909) 383-8603
Developmental Research Paper 
Due 11/17/10
(40 Points)

Upon completion of the library research project held on campus and course lecture, you are required to research one developmental topic that is of interest to you.  Write a 2-3 page report summarizing your findings about the area of interest regarding the topic background, research information, outcomes, and future goals and objectives pertaining to your research.  Compare how your childhood experiences and current life choices relate to the developmental topic and provide supporting documentation for each finding.    
In addition to the course textbook, you are required to utilize at least three credible sources published and add it to the reference section in your paper.  Make sure to cite the author’s name, source and date of publication according to APA academic standards.     
Language Observation Assignment
Due 10/13/10
 (20 points)
You have the opportunity to observe one child between the ages of newborn up to 24 months based on the information provided in Chapter 6 of the required text for this semester.

You will begin your report by providing a description of the child and the setting of the observation. Create new names for this paper to protect and maintain the confidentiality of the participant being observed.  (Part I of the report) 

Observe the child at play within his/her natural environment (home, child care, etc.)  Take notes while observing the infant and record what you see regarding Language (i.e., verbal and non-verbal communication, listening, and responding).  Follow the suggested format below and read all of the directions and examples to understand the correct methods for observing and writing your report.  Please put the direct quotes in quotation marks. (Part II - Observation /Facts section).   

You will analyze the child’s physical, cognitive, and social/emotional development regarding language development.  Compare the child you observed with statements about children’s development during this age group from Chapter 6 in your textbook.  When writing your report, provide a minimum of two examples for each developmental area.  Use page references and direct quotes as needed. (Part III - The Documentation/ Analysis section).  

You may add a conclusion section relating your personal opinion about the observation (Section IV- this section is optional).   

Language Observation Report “Suggested Format”
Part I

A.    Description of child:  (Age of the child, sex, and birth date, appearance) 

Write a brief description of the child.  Describe the child using the first initial of the child’s first name.  Include the child’s age, birth date, sex, and a short description of physical characteristics.  If the child has a diagnosed disability, please include a description of the disability also. If applicable, include a short description of the family situation

B.    Setting and duration of the observation: (time of day, date, and location the observation took place, duration of observation)
Describe the setting, including when and where the observation took place.  Include the time of day, the date and a description of the location.  The location could be anywhere you might observe the child that will be comfortable for the family and the child.  For example, the location could be in your neighbor’s back yard, in your own living room or at the park.  It will be helpful to describe any information about what happened just prior to the observation, such as if the child just woke up from a nap, or just finished eating lunch etc.  Throughout your stay, include the starting time and the ending time of the observation.   

Part II - Observation/ Facts/ Description (a detailed, descriptive observation of the child for 20 minutes – facts only – use direct quotes)


You will list a running account of the child’s behavior.  Write down everything the child does or says during the observation period.  Observe the child for a minimum of 45 minutes.  If it is at all possible, it will be helpful to you to observe the child at play with a toy or another adult (i.e. mom, dad, caregiver).  Your observation will present an accurate, objective account of the child’s behavior.  The reader should be able to visualize the same account of actions as the original observer.  Include the verbal and non-verbal conversations the child has with others.  If the child is involved in an activity, describe everything with full detail.  When observing, try to be as factual as possible without inferring or interpreting while recording.   Describe what you see so that someone else reading your recordings will know the facts, not your interpretation of the facts.  Use direct quotes when you write down what the infant and/or adult says.  

Part III - Documentation and Analysis - (Use the text to compare what you observed with information from the text.  Use direct quotes and page number for each section.  Use two examples from each area of development: Physical, Social/emotional and Cognitive. Use one paragraph for each section) 
You will document the behavior you observed using your textbook as a control.  You will state the page number and then copy the information directly from the text to support what you observed.  You will analyze the physical, social/emotional and cognitive development of this child, by comparing this child’s development with child development concepts from the text.  Give examples of the child’s behavior compared with at least two comparisons from your text in each of the developmental areas below, to support your statements.  You have a whole chapter of the text to help you find something to use in your analysis.    Give at least one paragraph under each of the following sections:

1. Physical Development

2. Cognitive Development

3. Social/Emotional Development

Part IV – Personal Perspective and Analysis
Provide a summary section and share your perspective about the observation experience

Social Learning Assignment 

Due 11/3/10
(20 Points)
Write a report based on your individual experience during your childhood years and how it relates to the information provided in Chapter 9 of your textbook.  Think about an experience in which you learned something that was initially difficult.  To what extent do Vygotsky’s concepts (i.e. guided participation, language mediation, apprenticeship, zone of proximal development) explain the experience?  Write a detailed, step-by-step account of your learning process as Vygotsky would have described it.  
Parent/Guardian Education Interview

Due 11/24/10
(20 Points)
Interview two parents/guardians of primary school children and document their perspectives regarding their child’s education.  Examples include but are not limited to the school curriculum, parent/teacher relationships, school activities, school programs, nutrition, etc..  What do they think are the best and worst parts of their child’s education?  When complete, analyze the results based on chapter 12 in your textbook.  How are their perspectives similar and different to what we are learning in this course?  
Adolescent Article Review 

Due 12/01/10
(20 Points)
Research and find a credible article (i.e., newspaper, magazine, academic journal) that relates to adolescent growth and development.  Analyze the information provided and write a critical review sharing how their behaviors and/or action have influenced their decision making capabilities.  Compare provide examples of how their actions are related to the textbook information provided.
Child Development Autobiography According to Erikson:
Due 12/8/10
(40 Points)
Write an autobiography of your childhood and adolescence based upon Erik Erikson’s Stages.  Write one to two paragraphs about each stage of your life, under a heading of each stage provided.  Write one paragraph describing what happened in your life during each stage and one paragraph analyzing how various people in your life influenced the conflict or positive resolution.  Provide examples to support your conclusions. Note, your report is required to conclude at the Identity vs Identity Diffusion stage.  However, you may describe additional adult stages in a “conclusion section” at the end of your report if needed.   It is suggested that you write your autobiography as it is discussed during each of Erikson’s stages provided throughout the semester.  Completed autobiographies will be collected Wednesday, December 9th at 6:30 p.m.  
Suggested Format
(Your Name’s) Autobiography according to Erikson’s Theory

Stage I – Trust vs Mistrust – Birth - one year  

Paragraph one – Describe who took care of you at this stage and what was happening in your family situation.     

Paragraph two – Analyze how you believe you gained a sense of trust or mistrust at this time.  Give examples to support your analysis.   If you just can’t get any information about your childhood try to guess based on your gut feelings about this stage and explain to the best of your ability.  
Stage II – Autonomy vs Shame and Doubt – 2 – 3 Years 
Paragraph one – Describe what people tell you or have told you about yourself at this stage.  Did you attempt to try things and do things for yourself?  

Paragraph two – Analyze how you believe you gained a sense of autonomy or shame and doubt at this time.  Give examples to support your analysis.  Were your parents overprotective or too permissive?  Were they accessible or unavailable?   Were they harsh and critical or accepting and encouraging?  How do you feel inside when you think about these ideas?  

Stage III – Initiative vs Guilt – Three through Six 
Paragraph one – From the information you have gained thus far, describe what was happening in your home during this stage.  Describe some memories or feelings that you have from this age.  Do you remember trying to do things yourself and feeling good about doing them?  Do you remember feeling guilty about anything?

Paragraph two - Analyze how you believe you may have gained a sense of initiative or guilt at this time.  As in Stage II, it is helpful to analyze your parent’s discipline techniques and/or parenting styles.  How has this influenced your life experiences?  Give examples to support your analysis.  

Stage IV – Industry vs Inferiority – Seven to Twelve

Paragraph one - Describe what you were good at in school and/or out of school.  What hobbies or interests did you have?  Were your interests or skills valued by your family?  Were your parents actively involved in your life choices and experiences?  Did you get along socially with others your own age?  Did you have any special friends?  

Paragraph two – Analyze how you think you gained a sense of industry or inferiority at this stage.  Give specific examples of things that you could do or experiences that made you feel confident in all areas of your life during this stage of development according to Erikson.  
Stage V – Identity vs Identity Diffusion – 12 through 18 years

Paragraph one - Describe what your life was like as a teenager.  Did you belong to any groups?    Describe the groups or individuals with whom you socialized or activities with which you participated.  How did you try to distinguish yourself from others or make yourself unique?  Did you make any decisions about work or college or marriage at this time?

Paragraph two – Analyze your journey in search of your identity and/or your experiences with identity confusion during your adolescence.   Provide specific examples.  Use the terms discussed in class and your textbook to identify the different aspects of your journey through this stage.  After you discuss this stage through age 18, you may choose to continue your description of your search for your identity in the conclusion section.  
